
 
 

 

April 7, 2015 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
This letter is to inform you of programming and staffing changes that are taking place at Travis. 
 
On March 26, we were officially informed that Travis will no longer be designated a Title I, Part A Schoolwide 
campus beginning in the 2015-2016 school year. Houston ISD filed a waiver to extend Title I eligibility for 
Travis this school year but is unable to apply again because our low-income enrolled student population is less 
than 35% (27.9%). 
 
The loss of Title I funding and the anticipation of larger enrollment figures in Grades 4-5 predicates changes to 
campus programming and staffing in order to best meet our students’ needs. For the 2015-2016 school year, 
the following changes will take place: 
 

 We are closing one Pre-Kindergarten classroom. Melinda Espino will join the first grade team. 

 We are closing the Math Specialist position. Rachelle Varnon will serve as a campus math 
interventionist. 

 We are opening an additional 4th Grade classroom, bringing that grade level team up to six teachers. 

 We are opening an additional 5th Grade classroom, bringing that grade level team up to five teachers. 
 
There will be additional changes to our administrative and instructional staffs. Vanguard Coordinator Anne 
White and 1st Grade Teacher Kari French are stepping down at the end of the year to devote more time to 
their families and 3rd Grade Teacher Benjamin Cannon is leaving at year’s end to pursue other career options. 
We thank them for their service and dedication to the Travis family and wish them the best. 
 
Please know that a lot of thought and planning goes into programming and staffing decisions and that changes 
are made with the best interests of our students and school community in mind. Planning for the 2015-2016 
school year is already underway and we are working hard to make sure it’s another great year. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at the school. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Tom Day, Principal 


